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ACADEMIC
CALENDAR

2021-2022

First Term 2021

September 16-18
International student orientation

September (see website for dates)
New student check-in and orientation for
undergraduates

September 20-24
New student check-in and orientation for
graduate students

September 23
Undergraduate Academic Standards and
Honors Committee—1 p.m.

September 27
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

October 15
Last day for adding courses and removing
conditions & incompletes

October 27-November 2
Midterm examination period

November 8
Midterm deficiency notices due—9 a.m.

November 17
Faculty meeting—noon to 1 p.m.

November 17
Last day for dropping courses, exercising
pass/fail option, and changing sections

November 18-December 3
Registration for second term, 2021-22

November 25-26
Thanksgiving (Institute holiday)

December 3

e | ast day of classes

e [ ast day to register for second term,
2021-22 without a $50 late fee

December 4-7
Study period

December 8- 10
Final examinations, first term, 2021-22

December 10
End of first term, 2021-22

December 11-January 2
Winter recess

*First due date for final examinations

Academic Calendar

December 15
Instructors’ final grade reports due—9
am.

December 23, 27-30
Special release days and floating holidays

December 24
Christmas observed (Institute holiday)

December 31
New Year’s Day observed (Institute hol-
iday)

Second Term 2022

January 3
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

January 4
Undergraduate Academic Standards and
Honors Committee—9 a.m.

January 17
Martin Luther King Day (Institute holiday)

January 21
Last day for adding courses and removing
conditions & incompletes

February 2-8
Midterm examination period

February 14
Midterm deficiency notices due—9 a.m.

February 21
Presidents’ Day (Institute holiday)

February 23
Last day for dropping courses, exercising
pass/fail option, and changing sections

February 23
Faculty meeting—noon to 1 p.m.

February 24-March 9
Registration for third term, 2021-22

March 9

e Last day of classes

e | ast day to register for third term,
2021-22, without a $50 late fee

March10-13
Study period

March 14*~16
Final examinations, second term, 2021-22

March 16
End of second term, 2021-22

March 17-25
Spring recess



March 21
Instructors’ final grades due—9 a.m.

Third Term 2022

March 28
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

March 29
Undergraduate Academic Standards and
Honors Committee—9 a.m.

April 15
Last day for adding courses and removing
conditions and incompletes

April 27-May 3
Midterm examination period

May 9

¢ Midterm deficiency notices due—9 a.m.
e [ ast day for seniors to remove condi-
tions and incompletes

May 13

Last day for admission to candidacy for
the degrees of Master of Science and
Engineer, and for scheduling an examina-
tion for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

May 18
Last day for dropping courses, exercising
pass/fail option, and changing sections

May 19-dune 3
Registration for first term, 2022-23, and
for summer research

May 27

e Last day of classes—seniors and grad-
uate students

e [ ast day for presenting theses for the
degrees of Doctor of Philosophy and
Engineer

May 30
Memorial Day (Institute holiday)

May 28-31
Study period for seniors and graduate
students

June 1-3
Final examinations for seniors and gradu-
ate students, third term, 2021-22

June 3

e Last day of classes—undergraduates

e Last day to register for first term, 2022-
23, without a $50 late fee

June 4-7
Study period for undergraduates

June 6
Instructors’ final grade reports due for

*First due date for final examinations

seniors and graduate students—9 a.m

June 8
Curriculum Committee—10 a.m.
Faculty meeting—1 p.m.- 2 p.m.

June 8-10
Final examinations for undergraduates,
third term, 2021-22

June 10
Commencement—10 a.m. End of third
term, 2021-22

June 15
Instructors’ final grades due for under-
graduates—9 a.m.

June 22
Undergraduate Academic Standards and
Honors Committee—9 a.m.

July 4
Independence Day (Institute holiday)

Summer Term 2022

June 13
Summer Term begins

June 20
Juneteenth (observed) (Institute holiday)

July 18& 4
Floating holiday and Independence Day
(Institute holidays)

September 2
Summer Term ends

September 5
Labor Day (Institute holiday)

First Term 2022-2023

September 15-17
International student orientation

September 18-25
New student check-in and orientation for
undergraduates

September 19-23
New student check-in and orientation for
graduate students

September 22
Undergraduate Academic Standards and
Honors Committee—1 p.m.

September 27
Beginning of instruction—8 a.m.

Academic Calendar
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ChurchLab 29 Croii

* Building to be renamed in
accordance with contractual
and legal obligations, as
approved by the Board of
Trustees in January 2021.

NOTE: The name for Building
24 has been changed to
"Ronald and Maxine Linde
Laboratory for Global
Environmental Science.”

Construction of the Resnick
Sustainability Center will
begin in October 2021 (on
the site of the former Mead
Lab).

Campus Map



Caltech caﬁpus Building Directory

263 S Chester (International Scholar Services)
275 S Hill (Theater Arts (TACIT))

287 S Hill (Rickenbaugh House)

295 S Hill (Academic Media Technologies)
305 S Hill (Music House)

315 S Hill (Strategic Com (front) SFCC (rear))

315 S Wilson (Student-Faculty Programs)
345 S Hill (Alumni House)

355 S Holliston (Steele House)

363 S Hill (Einstein Papers House)

375 S Wilson (Prufrock House)

383 S Hill (Undergrad Admissions & Fin Aid)
383 S Hill Annex

391 S Wilson (Housing Shop)

415 S Hill Ave

505 S Wilson (Tyson House/Caltech Y)

515 S Wilson (Credit Union/Pkng & Security)
525 S Wilson (U.S. Geological Survey)

535 S Wilson (Fitzhugh House/lUSGS)

551 S Wilson (Investment Office)

565 S Wilson (Audit Sves & Inst Compliance)
Alles Laboratory

Annenberg Center for Info Sci and Tech (IST)
Arms Laboratory
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Avery House

Baxter Hall

Bechtel Residence

Beckman Auditorium

Beckman Behavioral Biology Labs (BBB)
Beckman Institute

Blacker House

Braun Athletic Center

Braun House

Braun Laboratories

Bridge Annex

Bridge Laboratory - East

Bridge Laboratory - West

Broad Café

Broad Center for the Biological Sciences
Brown Gymnasium

Building 15

Bungalow Court

Cahill Center for Astroscience & Astrophysics
Caltech Childcare Center

Campus Housing Shop

Catalina Graduate Housing

Central Engineering Services (CES)

Central Plant (incl. Cogen & Cooling Towers)
Chandler Dining Hall (Chandler Café)

Chen Neuroscience Research Building
Church Laboratory

Crellin Laboratory
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LIGO (40-Meter Lab)
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Linde Laboratory
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Millikan Memorial Library
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Morrisroe Astroscience Laboratory (IPAC)
Mudd Laboratories - North

Mudd Laboratories - South

Noyes Laboratory

Page House

Parking Structure 1 (North Wilson Avenue)
Parking Structure 2 (South Wilson Avenue)
Parking Structure 3 (California Avenue)
Parking Structure 4 (Holliston Avenue)
Parsons-Gates Hall of Administration
Powell-Booth Laboratory

Quantum Computing Laboratory (Q-Lab)
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Ricketts House
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Sherman Fairchild Library
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INTRODUCTION

Caltech, founded in 1891, is a world-renowned science and engineer-
ing institute that marshals some of the world’s brightest minds and
most innovative tools to address fundamental scientific questions and
pressing societal challenges.

Caltech is small in size, but prizes excellence and ambition. Its stu-
dents receive an education that is notable for its rigorous curriculum,
close collaborations with faculty, and small class sizes.

Students graduate from Caltech prepared to become world lead-
ers in science, engineering, academia, industry, and public service.
Graduates are well trained in their ability to identify, analyze, and solve
challenging problems within and across science and engineering dis-
ciplines, and are prepared to apply and communicate their expertise
broadly throughout their professional careers.

An independent, privately supported institution, Caltech also man-
ages the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) for NASA and owns and
operates the Seismological Laboratory, more than 50 research centers
and institutes, and a global network of astronomical observatories,
including the Palomar and W. M. Keck observatories. The Institute also
co-founded and co-manages the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-
wave Observatory (LIGO).

The Institute’s extraordinary faculty, students, postdoctoral scholars,
and staff produce transformative breakthroughs in fields ranging from
quantum science and engineering to bioinformatics and the nature of
life itself, from human behavior and economics to energy and sustain-
ability. Caltech faculty and alumni have earned national and internation-
al recognition, including 45 Nobel Prizes.

Together with JPL, Caltech is Pasadena’s largest employer and a
source of programs that benefit the entire city.

To learn more about Caltech, visit caltech.edu/about.

MISSION

The mission of the California Institute of Technology is to expand
human knowledge and benefit society through research integrated with
education. We investigate the most challenging, fundamental problems
in science and technology in a singularly collegial, interdisciplinary
atmosphere, while educating outstanding students to become creative
members of society.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

In September of 1891, Pasadena philanthropist Amos G. Throop (pro-
nounced Troop) established Throop University, the institution that would
eventually become Caltech.

Throop University opened its doors with 31 students and a six-
member faculty. Throop might have remained simply a good local
school had it not been for the arrival in Pasadena of astronomer
George Ellery Hale. The first director of the Mount Wilson Observatory,
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Hale became a member of Throop’s board of trustees in 1907 and
began molding the school into a first-class institution for engineering
and scientific research and education.

Hale would be joined later by chemist Arthur A. Noyes and physicist
Robert A. Millikan. By 1920, the school was renamed the California
Institute of Technology, and the enroliment was nine graduate students
and 359 undergraduates, with a faculty of 60; a decade later there were
138 graduate students, 510 undergraduates, and a faculty of 180. At
the present time there are nearly 1,000 undergraduates, 1,300 graduate
students, and some 300 professorial faculty and more than 550 post-
doctoral scholars.

Caltech has more than 24,000 living alumni all over the world, many
of them eminent in their fields of engineering, science, law, medicine,
academia, and entrepreneurship.

Caltech’s divisional structure, which began to coalesce in 1926,
today comprises the Division of Biology and Biological Engineering
(BBE); the Division of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering (CCE);
the Division of Engineering and Applied Science (EAS); the Division
of Geological and Planetary Sciences (GPS); the Division of the
Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS); and the Division of Physics,
Mathematics and Astronomy (PMA). To learn more about Caltech’s his-
tory and the people behind the Institute’s success, visit
archives.caltech.edu.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

Students at Caltech work toward undergraduate and graduate degrees
alongside their intellectual equals in an academic environment that
emphasizes interdisciplinary teamwork, critical thinking, mutual sup-
port, and a deep understanding of core concepts and principles across
fields.

Caltech students, faculty, and postdoctoral scholars are addressing
fundamental scientific questions and pressing societal challenges.
Together, they are expanding our understanding of the universe, shifting
paradigms, launching new fields, and inventing the technologies of the
future.

Caltech is home to more than 50 research centers and institutes.
Some 90 percent of Caltech undergraduates participate in research
during their time here.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH

Caltech offers undergraduates 28 majors (called “options”) and 13
minors across the six academic divisions. The most popular options
are computer science, chemical engineering, electrical engineering,
mechanical engineering, and physics. Caltech also offers interdisci-
plinary programs in applied physics, biochemistry, bioengineering,
computation and neural systems, control and dynamical systems,
environmental science and engineering, geobiology and astrobiology,
geochemistry, and planetary astronomy.

General Information



The Institute offers the opportunity for qualified students to engage
in research early in their careers under the supervision of a faculty
member. There are four principal avenues for undergraduate research:
the senior thesis, the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowships
(SURF) program, research courses for academic credit, and research
for pay under a faculty member’s grant or contract.

The senior thesis involves original research under the mentorship of
a faculty member, an effort that develops research, writing, and pre-
sentation skills that together provide an excellent preparation for future
graduate studies and/or professional life.

The SURF program provides continuing undergraduate students the
opportunity to work on an individual research project in a tutorial rela-
tionship with a mentor, usually a member of the Caltech/JPL research
community, but occasionally a faculty member at another college or
university. The work is carried out during a 10-week period in the sum-
mer, after which SURF students submit a written report describing the
project, methods, and results of their work.

Most options offer undergraduate research courses in order to
encourage research participation during the academic year; students
should consult listings and descriptions of opportunities.

In some circumstances, faculty will hire students to conduct
research. Students should discuss this option with a prospective
mentor. Students with work-study financial aid should also contact
Caltech’s Career Advising and Experiential Learning (CAEL) about how
to apply funding to research positions.

Learn more about undergraduate programs and research at sfp.
caltech.edu/.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH

Students can enroll in Master of Science, Degree of Engineer, Doctor
of Philosophy, BS/MS, and MD/PhD degree programs; the majority of
graduate students are enrolled in the PhD program.

The academic work of the Institute is organized into six divisions:
Biology and Biological Engineering (bbe.caltech.edu); Chemistry and
Chemical Engineering (cce.caltech.edu); Engineering and Applied
Science (eas.caltech.edu); Geological and Planetary Sciences
(gps.caltech.edu); Humanities and Social Sciences (hss.caltech.edu);
and Physics, Mathematics and Astronomy (pma.caltech.edu).

Graduate study at the Institute is divided further into a number of
individual graduate options (degree programs), which are supervised
by those professors whose interests and research are closely related
to the area of the option. Entering graduate students are admitted into
one of these options. The most popular options for graduate work are
chemistry, physics, electrical engineering, and biology. Learn more at
gradoffice.caltech.edu.

ACADEMIC PARTNERSHIPS

Caltech maintains an array of external partnerships with other insti-
tutions in Southern California. These partnerships provide pre-med
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students with opportunities to work in area hospitals and train with
practicing clinicians; allow students to participate in ROTC through a
joint program with USC; and offer a 3/2 dual degree for students from
13 select liberal-arts colleges. Caltech undergraduate students can
cross-register at Occidental College and Art Center College of Design,
and the Institute maintains relations with research partners such as the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UCSD. Undergraduate students
can also study abroad in Cambridge, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, London,
Paris, Melbourne, or the University of Chicago during their junior or
senior years For graduate students, joint programs between Caltech
and both the USC Keck School of Medicine and the UCLA David
Geffen School of Medicine grant MD/PhD degrees.

FACULTY RESEARCH

The contributions of Caltech’s faculty have earned national and interna-
tional recognition. Caltech was elected to the Association of American
Universities (AAU) in 1934 and remains a research university with “very
high” research activity, primarily in STEM fields. Research is central

to Caltech, and the Institute manages over $400 million in sponsored
awards annually. Its largest federal funding agencies are the National
Aeronautics Space Administration (NASA), National Science Foundation
(NSF), Department of Health and Human Services, Department of
Defense, and Department of Energy. More than a quarter of Caltech’s
active and emeritus faculty members are members of the National
Academy of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine and/or are fellows

of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Caltech receives more
invention disclosures and holds more patents per faculty

member than any other university in the United States.

POSTDOCTORAL AND SENIOR POSTDOCTORAL
SCHOLARS

More than 550 early-career scientists and engineers conduct research
at Caltech as postdoctoral scholars. In addition, JPL hosts postdoc-
toral scholars whose studies cover many aspects of Earth, planetary,
astrophysical, and technology research. All scholars work under the
supervision of professorial faculty members or JPL researchers.

RESEARCH CENTERS AND INSTITUTES

Research centers and institutes across campus bring together scien-
tists and engineers to collaborate and add innovative and diverse per-
spectives to tackle society’s most pressing challenges. Among those
centers and institutes are:

+  the Tiangiao and Chrissy Chen Institute for Neuroscience at
Caltech, which seeks to deepen our understanding of the brain
and how it works;
the Beckman Institute, which develops methods, instrumenta-
tion, and materials for fundamental research in chemistry and
biology;
the Kavli Nanoscience Institute, which advances cross-
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disciplinary research in the areas of nanoscience and nanotech-
nology;

+  the Donna and Benjamin M. Rosen Bioengineering Center, which
encourages intensive, fruitful collaborations between bioengi-
neering researchers;

. the Resnick Sustainability Institute, which fosters advances in
energy science and technology through research, education, and
communication;

+  the Richard N. Merkin Institute for Translational Research

Learn more about Caltech’s research centers and institutes at

caltech.edu/research/centers-institutes.

ON-CAMPUS ACADEMIC RESOURCES

Center for Teaching, Learning, and Outreach (CTLO)

The Center for Teaching, Learning, and Outreach (CTLO) supports
Caltech’s multifaceted educational efforts, including the design and
instruction of undergraduate and graduate courses and curricula, formal
and informal student learning, and educational outreach partnerships with
K-12 teachers and students. The CTLO is committed to advancing evi-
dence-based, inclusive practices through our programs and services, and
to fostering innovation based on this foundation. CTLO focuses on:

Instructor Support: Supporting effective course design and teaching
methods for university faculty and teaching assistants (TAs). Topics
regularly addressed through individual consultations, training programs,
workshops, and courses include in-class techniques, choice and use of
instructional technologies, feedback on teaching, and discipline-based
educational research.

Student Learning: Fostering opportunities for students to grow as
teachers, mentors, and leaders. In addition to advising students on
teaching and outreach-related projects, CTLO oversees the Caltech
Project for Effective Teaching (CPET), a graduate student-led com-
munity offering seminars and Certificates of Interest and Practice
in University Teaching, and collaborates with the undergraduate
Academics and Research Committee (ARC) on course improvements,
course ombuds, and other initiatives.

Educational Outreach: Helping faculty and students to develop
K-12 outreach programs, including collaborations with schools and
districts in Pasadena and Greater Los Angeles. CTLO assists faculty on
grant proposals with educational components, convenes educational
outreach coordinators from across Caltech’s divisions, runs signature
educational outreach programs for K-12 students and teachers during
the summer and year-round, and serves as an interface for partner
organizations offering K-12 opportunities at Caltech.

Learn more at ctlo.caltech.edu.

Hixon Writing Center (HWC)

The Hixon Writing Center (HWC) promotes excellence in writing and
communication. The HWC operates on the premise that writing is a
mode of discovery and learning as well as a tool for communication,
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and thus strong writing skills are fundamental to inquiry, learning, and
success across disciplines.

The HWC works actively with Caltech students, faculty, and the
Caltech community. The HWC offers students the opportunity to
meet with professional and peer tutors to discuss works-in-progress;
these sessions help students accomplish short-term goals while they
also promote the acquisition of skills that are valuable for long-term
success. The HWC regularly holds presentations and workshops on
communication-related topics that interest our students. HWC staff
members are available to consult with Caltech faculty and TAs about
best practices for incorporating, designing, and responding to writing
assignments in courses across all disciplines. Finally, the HWC spon-
sors events and creates resources that support campus-wide dis-
cussions about the roles writing and communication play in teaching,
learning, and research in science and engineering.

The HWC is a part of the Division of the Humanities and Social
Sciences, and it is funded in part by a generous donation from
Alexander P. and Adelaide F. Hixon. Learn more about current support
and programming at writing.caltech.edu.

Caltech Library

The Caltech Library advances the Institute’s mission to expand human
knowledge by catalyzing information discovery and sharing. The library
maintains extensive research collections, a variety of study spaces,
state-of-the-art knowledge-management platforms, and a user-focused
program of instruction and outreach.

The Sherman Fairchild Library (SFL) is the main library on campus.
SFL is open every day until midnight and offers a range of collaborative
and private study spaces including five bookable group study rooms
Laptops, Kindles, and electronic kits can be borrowed through the
Library’s eDevice lending program. All textbooks assigned for courses
are available for short-term use through the Library’s Course Reserves
service. The Library’s interlibrary loan service, DocuServe, is located on
the first floor of SFL. Users can obtain books and articles not owned by
Caltech Library at no charge and typically within 24 hours.

SFL is complemented by three branch libraries: Humanities and
Social Sciences (Dabney), Astrophysics (Cahill), and Geology (North
Mudd). In addition, the Lookout, a flexible collaboration and study
space with large displays is available on the 9th floor of Millikan. The
TechHub, located on the first floor of Millikan Memorial Building, hous-
es the library’s eDevice lending program and the Techlab, the Library’s
3-D printing service. Equipment available in the TechHub includes 3-D
printers in the Techlab as well as iPads, laptops, Kindles, and electronic
kits that can be borrowed for short- or long-term loans.

The Caltech Library hosts the Caltech Collection of Open Digital
Archives, or Coda. It consists of several digital repositories includ-
ing CaltechAUTHORS, for research papers, monographs, and other
publications; CaltechTHESIS, for theses and dissertations; and
CaltechDATA, for primary research data and computer code.

Visit the Library’s website, library.caltech.edu, to access library col-
lections and services or request research assistance from the library.
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Archives and Special Collections

The Caltech Archives and Special Collections facilitate understanding of
Caltech’s role in the history of science and technology, and of the research
and lives of its faculty, staff, and students. The Archives collect, organize,
preserve, exhibit, and make available for research the papers and other
materials that document this history, both tangible and virtual. Collections
include the personal and professional papers of Caltech faculty and alum-
ni; Caltech records, publications, and websites; scientific instruments and
other artifacts; photographs; fine art; and rare books from the Scientific
Revolution to the present. These collections are available to both the
Caltech community and outside researchers; contact the Archives at 626-
395-2704 or archives@caltech.edu to arrange an appointment. More infor-
mation, including guides to many collections and digital access to some,
can be found at archives.caltech.edu.

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
& LEARNING OUTCOMES

Caltech provides an outstanding education that prepares students to
become world leaders in science, engineering, academia, industry, and
public service. The Institute aims for these educational outcomes:
. Graduates can analyze, synthesize, and communicate ideas.
. Graduates demonstrate integrity, personal and professional
responsibility, and respect for others.
Bachelor of Science graduates can identify, analyze, and solve
challenging problems within and across science and engineering
disciplines.
Bachelor of Science graduates can apply their analytic skills to
other areas of knowledge and understand issues important in
our society.
Master of Science graduates can apply advanced knowledge in
a specialized area in preparation for their professional careers.
Doctor of Philosophy graduates can independently identify, ana-
lyze, and solve fundamental research problems with breadth and
depth.

JET PROPULSION LABORATORY

Founded by Caltech faculty and students in 1936 and located six miles
from campus on the border between Pasadena and La Cafada Flintridge,
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), which is managed by Caltech for
NASA, is the leading U.S. center for robotic space exploration. JPL’s 6,500
employees are tightly connected to the campus research mission and
together enable the Institute to push the frontiers of space and Earth sci-
ence. JPL is currently responsible for operating 39 NASA missions, includ-
ing the Curiosity and Perseverance Mars rovers, Juno Jupiter orbiter, and
the Sentinel-6/Michael Freilich Earth science mission, all of which are pio-
neering new approaches for space exploration. Caltech and JPL engage
in collaborations and joint appointments of faculty, lecturers, and visitors.
Learn more at jpl.nasa.gov.

Jet Propulsion Laboratory




STUDENT LIFE

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RESIDENCES

Seven of the undergraduate student residences are situated on either
side of the Olive Walk near the southeastern end of the campus. The
original four—Blacker, Dabney, Fleming, and Ricketts—were built in
1931 from the plans of Mr. Gordon B. Kaufmann, in the Mediterranean
style to harmonize with the adjacent Athenaeum. The other three,
designed by Smith, Powell and Morgridge, were completed in 1960,
and are named Lloyd, Page, and Ruddock.

Each of these seven residences is a separate unit with its own dining
room and lounge, providing accommodations for between 65 and 100
students, depending on the facility. Each has its own elected officers;
a long history of shared governance gives students a great deal of
influence over their living environments. Residential life coordinators
(RLCs) are specially trained full-time university employees specializing
in college student development, community building, counseling, and
crisis intervention. The RLCs supervise the resident associates (RAs)
on programming and overall student wellness. The RLCs also assist
Housing with the management and daily operations of the residences.
Each residence has one or more RA, who are typically graduate stu-
dents. Mail is delivered daily to the student mailboxes. Students should
use their mailbox number, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena,
CA 91126, to facilitate handling of mail at the campus post office. For
more information, please visit housing.caltech.edu.

Avery House

Made possible by a gift from trustee R. Stanton Avery, this undergrad-
uate residence and innovative residential complex was designed by
Moore, Ruble, Yudell, and completed in September 1996. Located at
the north end of the campus, Avery has an RLC, two RAs, two faculty
apartments, and rooms for about 136 undergraduates. Its dining facil-
ities, meeting rooms, lounges, and library are designed to encourage
informal faculty-student interaction and to attract all members of the
campus community to join in this interaction. Avery hosts programs
and social events that facilitate involvement between residents and fac-
ulty in residence.

Bechtel Residence

Established in the fall of 2018 and located at the northeast edge
of campus, the Bechtel Residence is the first residence to open on
campus since 1996. Bechtel is named in honor of Caltech life trustee
Stephen D. Bechtel, Jr., the founder of the S. D. Bechtel Foundation.
The 95,000-square-foot residence is a multigenerational residence
open to all undergraduates with: 211 student bedrooms arranged as
singles and in suites; six RA and one RLC apartments; and two facul-
ty-in-residence apartments. Bechtel was intentionally designed to pro-
vide the community with the greatest flexibility to maximize space as
well as to encourage broader interaction, engagement, and residential
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life programming among residents. The facility includes three kitchens;
eight common areas/study rooms; six laundry rooms; a 400-seat dining
hall and servery; and support spaces.

STUDENT RESOURCES AND ACTIVITIES

Hameetman Center

The Hameetman Center, which opened in 2019, is a new campus
center built on the site of the former Winnett Student Center. The
Hameetman Center replaces Winnett as Caltech’s central community
gathering place. The 24,000-square-foot two-story center is named

in honor of the Hameetman Foundation and Caltech trustee Fred
Hameetman (BS ’62) and his wife, Joyce, who provided the initial fund-
ing to initiate the design of the reimagined campus hub. It features a
large public lounge, an expanded Red Door Marketplace, the Caltech
Store, music rehearsal facilities, student club rooms, a multipurpose
room, and a conference room. The rehearsal facility is made possible
thanks to a gift from Emeritus Professor of Theoretical Physics Steven
Frautschi and his wife, Mie.

Residential Experience

The Office of Residential Experience (ORE) has responsibility for the
oversight of Caltech’s residential programs, including programs carried

out in the undergraduate houses, graduate student residences, and the
Bechtel and Marks-Braun communities. The ORE works collaboratively
with the Residential Life Coordinators, Resident Advisors, the Interhouse
Committee, and other groups to ensure that student leaders in all our
residential communities are trained and that there are programs in place
to support their development. This is part of the shared governance that

is central to the Caltech residential experience. The residence experience
also includes member of the faculty who live in the undergraduate resi-
dences. The Faculty in Residence (FIR) Team establishes an academic life
and culture in Bechtel and Avery House. FIRs bridge the classroom experi-
ence by hosting regular conversations over dinner and develop specialized
academic programing, which can include: extracurricular activities, tours
and excursions, cooperative community service projects, special events,
and guest speaker programs.

All residences and houses, including all their activities and programs,
are expected to comply with Institute policies, Student Affairs policies,
and the Caltech Code of Conduct. Potential Policy or Code of Conduct
violations by a house or residence will be referred to the Caltech
Routing committee. If the Routing Committee determines that the
incident(s) is part of a Residential or House program or activity, it will
be referred to ORE for further action. In this case, the Assistant Vice
President for Student Affairs and Residential Experience (AVP) or desig-
nee, will either (a) manage the situation directly with the community so
the concerns can be addressed, or (b) initiate an investigation into the
incident. If an investigation is conducted, the investigators will report
their findings to the AVP who will make a decision concerning whether
any violations occurred and any consequences that may be imposed.
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The decision of the AVP may be appealed to the Vice President for
Student Affairs within 10 days of the decision.

During the investigation, the AVP can suspend activities of the house
or residence until further notice if deemed necessary for the health,
safety, or the other benefit of the community. A range of outcomes
may be considered as consequences to the house or residence if the
group is found to have engaged in a policy violation. Possible sanctions
including community education and/or suspension of the activity or
event. Examples of events that warrant a response include an unreg-
istered event or party, mistreatment of members, and hazing. If the
potential situation also includes a potential policy violation involving an
individual student(s), the student(s) will be referred to the appropriate
Dean’s office and may be subject to disciplinary action.

The Student Activities Center

The SAC is located in the basement of the south undergraduate hous-
ing complex and is open for student use 24 hours a day. The SAC
provides office space for the officers of the undergraduate student gov-
ernment, working space for student publications, rehearsal space for
musical activities, and space for many other student-oriented functions.

Whether students are interested in music, publications, student gov-
ernment, gaming, photography, or simply finding a room for their group
to meet in, the SAC will probably have what is needed. The center also
houses the South House laundry room and has several club rooms, a
small library, a shop, and a movie screening room—most are open 24
hours.

Faculty-Student Relations

Faculty-student coordination and cooperation with regard to campus
affairs are secured through the presence of students on faculty com-
mittees, by faculty-student conferences, and by other mechanisms.

Freshman Advisers

Each member of the freshman class is assigned a faculty adviser and is
a member of a small advising group. The adviser follows the freshman’s
progress and provides advice on any questions or problems that the
freshman may have.

Option Advisers

Each member of the three undergraduate upper classes is assigned an
option adviser, a faculty member in the option in which the student is
enrolled. The adviser takes an interest in the student’s selection of courses
and progress toward a degree, and, eventually, in assisting the student
toward satisfactory placement in industry or in graduate school. Normally,
the association between student and adviser is established before the
beginning of the sophomore year and continues through graduation.

Athletics, Physical Education, & Recreation (APER)

Caltech supports an extensive program of competitive athletics. As a
member of NCAA Division lll and the Southern California Intercollegiate
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Athletic Conference, Caltech participates in intercollegiate competition
in 20 sports—10 each for men and women. All teams compete during
a regular season, with many also competing or qualifying for the con-
ference tournament in their respective sport. Individual scholar-athletes
and teams distinguishing themselves can earn the privilege of partici-
pating in NCAA regional and national championships.

Caltech also sponsors vigorous club sports programs and intramural
competition. Club sports include Ultimate Frisbee, volleyball, badmin-
ton and soccer. Intramural competitions are contested by residence
house teams in several sports, including soccer, dodgeball, kickball,
Ultimate Frisbee, basketball, volleyball, and floorball. Approximately 25
percent of Caltech undergraduates participate in intercollegiate athlet-
ics and over 80 percent participate in some form of organized athletic
competition each year.

Outdoor athletic facilities include a brand-new turf mixed-use
baseball and soccer field, a second natural grass mixed-use field,
an all-weather running track, eight tennis courts, and two 25-yard,
eight-lane swimming pools. Indoor facilities include two full-size gym-
nasiums; four racquetball courts, two squash courts; a 5,000-square-
foot weight room, satellite weight room and more than 55 pieces of
cardio-respiratory equipment, including treadmills, exercise bikes and
ellipticals; and a large multipurpose room for dance/aerobics, martial
arts and a variety of group fitness courses.

The department is also responsible for management of Caltech’s
recreation programs and physical education curriculum.

More information can be found at gocaltech.com.

Interhouse Activities

The president of each undergraduate house represents that house on
the Interhouse Committee (IHC), which helps to handle matters affect-
ing the houses, in conjunction with staff from Student Affairs. Members
of the IHC are expected to be enrolled and in good standing, both aca-
demically (eligible, and not on probation) and disciplinarily (not on pro-
bation), during their tenure in office. The IHC works in conjunction with
the APER department to conduct intramural competitions as described
above, and conducts its own Discobolus Trophy competition, in which
a house may challenge the house holding the trophy to a mutually
agreed upon contest.

ASCIT

The undergraduate student body forms the membership of a corpo-
ration known as the Associated Students of the California Institute of
Technology, Inc., or ASCIT. Governed by a board of directors consisting
of six elected officers, it is involved in many aspects of student life;
oversees publication of The Tech, our undergraduate student news-
paper; the Big T yearbook; a literary magazine called Totem; and the
Little t, which provides lots of helpful information to incoming students.
A directory, along with other student information, such as campus
positions, links to the Interhouse Committee (IHC) and Academics and
Research Committee (ARC), and other helpful information is available
online at donut.caltech.edu.
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Besides overseeing student publications and coordinating activities
and policies, the ASCIT Board of Directors administers the corpora-
tion’s finances. ASCIT sponsors a wide variety of special-interest clubs
and programs, working